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Following a year defined by tragedy, uncertainty and the pain of living through a 
pandemic, I did not expect that I would have to defend the educational opportunities 
of millions of struggling children and their parents during a confirmation hearing 
for Miguel Cardona. President Joe Biden's nominee for secretary of education. 

Education is the closest thing to magic we have in America: It is the great equalizer 
and our generation's modern civil rights issue. Yet it seems that just weeks into his 
presidency, instead of uniting the country, President Eiden is rallying behind the 
hardly uniting principles of far-left progressivism. The latest in this progressive 
wish list: listening to teacher unions over parents, dismantling successful, 
commonsense education reform measures such as charter schools and private-school 
choice and sending mixed signals on reopening schools nationwide. 

I am willing to work in good faith with Cardona to help the millions of poor kids, 
like I was, have a fighting chance at the American dream. Ideally, Cardona would be 
setting the education agenda for the Eiden administration. But the reality is, Eiden 
will be dictating his agenda to Cardona. Unfortunately, it is not his Connecticut 
policies that he will be championing as Biden's education chief. it is the president's 
union-focused progressive policies. And because of that, I voted against advancing his 
confirmation in committee, and will vote against him on the Senate floor. 

I have great respect for Cardona's background - we share similar life stories that 
have shaped who we are and have brought us from poverty to the highest levels of 
public service. And while I commend him for his personal success, if Cardona follows 
the Eiden plan to pit teacher unions against parents and students, our kids will 
never get the education they truly deserve. 

As a member of the U.S. Senate :2ducation Committee. I know that true education reform 
must include charter schools, public funding for Catholic and other religiously 
affiliated schools, COVID-relief for nonpublic schools and the bipartisan District of 
Columbia Opportunity Scholarship program, which has opened the doors for kids in our 
nation's capital to climb the ladder of success. In a time when too many of our 
students lack access to quality education or are trapped in failing schools, we must 
pave the way for greater choice and innovation for learning. 

But not everyone feels the same way. Elites in Washington have had the luxury to 
send their children to private schools when they think their assigned school is not 
good enough. In fact, President Eiden and his family, former President Barack Obama 
and his children, House Democratic Whip James Clyburn, Speaker Nancy Pelosi and so 
many others who refuse to support options for students and parents all benefited 
from private and parochial schools. 
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